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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 28629 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PERP, FR, SS 

SUBJECT: QUAI STILL PESSIMISTIC ON WESTERN SAHARA 
PEACE PROSPECTS 

REF: PARIS 24500 

IN CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR AUGUST 25 MFA SECRETARY 
GENERAL SOUTOU SAID NOTHING HAD HAPPENED IN THE LAST 
THREE WEEKS TO CHANGE HIS PESSIMISTIC ASSESSMENT OF 
PEACE PROSPECTS (REFTEL). SOUTOU SAID THAT ALGERIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTEFLIKA'S TALKS WITH PRESENT 
GISCARD IN PARIS HAD PRODUCED NOTHING. SOUTOU, A 
FORMER AMBASSADOR TO ALGIERS, REMAINS CONVINCED THAT THE 
ALGERIANS SEE OULD DADDAH'S FALL AS A VICTORY FOR THEM 
AND ARE NOT INCLINED TO MAKE CONCESSIONS. SOUTOU READS 
KING HASSAN'S AUGUST 20 SPEECH AS CONFIRMING THAT 
MOROCCO CANNOT ACCEPT ANY OF THE POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS THAT 
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HAVE BEEN PROPOSED RECENTLY. HE ALLOWED THAT HASSAN'S 
HARD LINE MIGHT BE A TACTIC, BUT HE DID NOT THINK IT WAS. 

SOUTOU ADDED THAT PERHAPS SOME PROGRESS COULD BE MADE 
THROUGH FURTHER ACTIVATION OF THE OAU WISE MEN. IN ALL, 

HOWEVER, HIS ANALYSIS OF PEACE PROSPECTS WAS DISTINCTLY 
NEGATIVE. 

HARTMAN 
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